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Vision Statement
protect farmland that enhances

the quality of life for Michigan
citizens through its impact on the

environment, the agricultural
industry and the economy.

The Aliance is committed to protecting private
property rights while creating win-win solutions to
Michigan’s land use challenges for farmland
owners, communities and other stakeholders.

A Leader in Land Use

The Michigan Farmland and Community Alliance is
the only Michigan farmland conservation organiza-

Membership

encouraged to
and activity.

The Alliance is

Individuals, organizations and businesses are

join the Alliance to support its mission

organized as an IRS designated

501(c)(3) tax-exempt corporation. All gifts to the

tion solely dedicated to protecting farmland and
ensuring agricultural viability. The creation of the

Alliance represents the first and only
effort of its kind in the nation. This
was a proactive action by Michigan
Farm Bureau to address an issue of
lasting significance to Michigan.

Building Leaders for Tomorrow

Developing local leadership and
increasing land use technical
capacity is a primary focus. The
Alliance is committed to providing
support to county Farm Bureaus,
local officials and others who are
addressing land use issues.

Staff and Board Members

The Alliance works in conjunction
with the Michigan Farm Bureau staff
to achieve the organization’s mission.

Staff: Executive Director Jim Fuerstenau
Administrative Assistant Dennie Olson

Board Members:

Wayne Wood, President - dairy farmer, Marlette,
and president of Michigan Farm Bureau

Alliance are tax deductible. For more information,
contact the Alliance at the address below.

The Alliance in Action

QOur Mission

To create practical farmland
protection opportunities for
farmland owners by empower-
ing people, through increased
leadership skills, education, and
technical land use knowledge, to
develop voluntary, incentive-
driven state and local farmland
protection programs, and by
building effective alliances at the
state and local level to create a
supporting public policy
environment.

v Instrumental in the creation of
County Farm Bureau Land Use
Committees, a standing committee at
the county level to lead land use
efforts.

v  Conducts, with partner organiza-
tions, the Land Use Leadership
Training Program series, an annual
program designed to increase land
use knowledge and provided leader-
ship training to citizen leaders
throughout the state.

v Co-hosted a “Bullet Tour” for
Michigan key leaders, showcasing
east coast land use and farmland
preservation tools.

v  Co-hosted and sponsored multi-

state and in-state educational events and tours.

v Developed and organized, along with partner
organizations, the Michigan Community Showcase

Tour, where participants tour Michigan communi-

Alan Garner, Vice President - grain farmer, Mason, v Numerous
and vice president of Michigan Farm Bureau
Glen Chown - Executive Director, Grand Traverse v

Regional Land Conservancy, Traverse City

Chuck Eckenstahler - Founder, Public Consulting

Team, Benton Harbor

Mike Fusilier - greenhouse & grain farmer, Manchester
Scott Griffith, President, E.R.A. Griffith Realty,

and Michigan Association of Realtors, Brighton
Brent Hotchkin - cattle & cash crop farmer, Concord

Paul Koeman - grain farmer, Hamilton

Brigette Leach - greenhouse & grain farmer, Climax

Phone: 517

ties that showcase innovative and successful
solutions to land use challenges.

presentations have been provided to

local officials and communities.

Provide technical assistance to communities
developing farmland protection strategies.

For more information on Alliance
programs and services, call today!

-323-6550

info@mfcaonline.com

The Alliance is housed in the Farm Bureau Center

7373 W. Saginaw Highway, Lansing MI 48917




Agncultural Preservetxon Fund
o Pubhc Act 262 of 2000 .

Fund Purpose |

@ To provide grants to eli glble local umts of government for the purchase of agrlcultural conservauon S
. ‘easeéments through Purchase of Development nghts programs (PDRs) to preserve farmland. o
a To provide funds for the state Purchase of Development Rights Program if a fund balance of greater
“ than $5 million remains after makln g grants to local umts of govemment and provtdmg f0r R :
' adnnmstratxve costs. L o : , i I

A 7—member board appomted by the GOVemor shall oversee the program and be responsrble for the -
 distribution of the granis. The board makeup includes: o :
e fThe Directors of the Departmerits of Agnculture and Natural Resources or therr des1gnees
e Two 1nd1v1duals representmg agncultural interests. 5 : / e

One individual representmg conservation mterests
- e One mdrvrdual representmg developmem mterests
- One md1v1dual representmg the general pubhc

Fund g Source

~ Proceeds from the payback of property tax credtt beneﬁts when Farmland Development nghtsl - ‘!1 S
o Agreements (PA 116 contracts) are- terminated, . : e :
a_ -Proceeds from the Agncultural Recapture Act (PA 261 of 2000)
, Any other future fundmg sources . :

GrantProLm e , s : . S o
a The Department of Agnculture shall establlsh a grant program The grant apphcauon wrll ata R
“minimum, require the following 1nformat10n i S o
e Alist of the parcels proposed for PDR
' e The size and location of each parcel : L = ,
o  The amount of local matchmg funds (matchmg funds may be provrded by tbe local government a
. partial donation’ of the clevelopment nghts vatue from the land owner or other orgamzatrons or
individuals). - - - . 7 o : R :
" e The estimated acqursrtron value of the development nghts , ‘ '
‘0. The Agrlcultural Preservation Fund Board will establish selectlon crrtena The crltena w1ll place a
pnonty on farmiland that has one or more of the followrng , «
' Farmland that has.a productive capacity sulted for the productlon of feed food and ﬂber
“Farmland that would comphment and is part of a long—range plan for land preservatlon by the
local unit of government in which the farmland is located. BESEE »
Farmland located in an area that ‘would comphment other land protectron efforts by creatlng a-
~block of protected farmland. :
- Farmland that has a greater- portmn or percentage of the agncultural easement value provrded by
the Jocal unit of government or sources other than' the Fund ‘ : .
Other factors con31dered unportant by the boarcL :




| Agricﬂtural Preservation Fund

Grant Program (contlnued)
0 The Agricultural Preservation Fund Board will review all applications and evaluate them according to
the selection eriteria estabhshed Once evaluated, the board shall determine what grants should be
- awarded and the amount of the grants. The board may establlsh a maxlmum amount per acre to be
** paid with-money from the Fund. :
-Q A grant will require that the applicant or another person provide a portron of the cost of purchasmg an
: agneultural conservation easement :

Grant Application

o Grant applications are to be submltted by e11g1ble local units of government The term “local unit of =
~government’ refers to counties, cities, townshlps and v1llages that have the authorlty to zone property -
as provided by law.
a A local unit of govemment is eli glble to submit a grant apphcauon if the followmg requlrements are
met: : : :
o They have adopted a development rights. ordinance providing fora PDR program in accordance ‘
- with the applicable zoning act (county, townshlp, or 01ty and v1llage) that contams the followmg:
1. An application procedure. . :
2. Criteria for a farmland parcel selection- scormg system B -
3. A method to establish the price to be paid for development nghts Wthh may mclude an
appraisal, bidding, or formula-based process. A
¢ They have adopted, within the last 10 years, a comprehenswe land use plan that mcludes aplan
for agricultural preservation or is included in a reg10nal plan meetmg the same requlrements '
a The grant application form will include: , : ,
e A list of the parcels proposed for PDR
Size and lecation for each parcel.
Amount of local matching funds. - : ‘
'Estlrnated value of the agncultural conservatron easement

More Detalls

a Payments can be i in 1nstallment form for purposes of leveragmg local resources and helpmg the '
landowner with tax planning. : S :

0 The state and local unit of government will jointly hold the agncultural conservatlon easements The
state may delegate enforcement authority to the local unit of government. " )

o Upon agreement from both the state and local unit. of government, an agricultural conservatlon

easement may be transferred back to the property « owner sub_]ect to the terms of the easement

estabhshed by the local unit of govemment R

‘Farmland Preservation Program
Michigan Department of Agriculture
PO Box 30449, Lansing MI- 48909

1 517-373 3328 - '

For more information, contact:

Mlchlgan Farmland and Community Alliance
PO.Box 30960, Lansing MI 48909
»1 800 292- 2680 ext. 6550




